
ime flies. And this is not a cliché. Between IFFI‘09 and now,                     
Directorate of Film Festivals has delivered two National Awards, 
for 2008 and 2009. National Awards for 2008 were presented in 
March this year, and Awards for 2009 seven months later, in Oc-
tober 2010. And before we could say International Film Festival 
of India, it is already knocking on our doors!

Like in the years before, the Indian Section this time around 
promises to be a treat. Starting with Indian Panorama, which pre-
sents a bouquet of 26 feature and 21 non-feature films.  Sample 
this. Indian Panorama opening feature film Mee Sindhutai Sapkal 
is based on the life of a living social reformer Sindhutai Sapkal. 
And the opening non-feature film Leaving Home chronicles the 
downs and ups of one of India’s most happening bands, INDIAN 
OCEAN. And Mr. India, a documentary, gives a window into the 
life of K.H. Pradip Kumar Singh who battled HIV to rebuild his life 
and sculpt his body. 

Odiya cinema, that low-profile but vibrant industry in the East, 
gets due recognition with the celebration of its Platinum Jubilee.  
If Platinum is around, can Gold be far behind?  India’s premier 
film school, Film and Television Institute of India, celebrates its 
Golden Jubilee with the screening of 5 non-feature films. 

Masterstrokes salutes cinematographer V.K.Murthy and versatile 
producer D. Ramanaidu – the two recent recipients of Indian 
Cinema’s highest honours, Dadasaheb Phalke Award. Two films, 
each associated with them are lined up for screening.  Tributes, 
our way of saying thanks to those who lived a full cinema life, 
offers screenings in memory of those we lost since we last met 
at IFFI – Goa.  Centenaries of five unforgettable cinema talents 
– Ashok Kumar, B.R. Panthulu, Motilal, Nadia and Raja Paranjpe 
– are being observed by showing their films.

A new section Academy Interest is being introduced from 2010. A 
special screening of India’s official Oscar entry, this year PEEPLI 
LIVE, enabling a unique international platform to position an In-
dian film in the run-up to the Academy awards. And yes, from 
this year 3 Indian films from Panorama would be making it to the 
International competition.

IFFI is the time to sit back and take in cinema. The time to take a 
sweeping view of how far Indian cinema has gone. And what are 
the new milestones to be achieved. 

Enjoy the Festival!
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