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) 40th International Film Festival of India, Goa

23 Nov 2009 - 03 Dec 2009

Celebrating the Power of Celluloid

Over 1,9 Million Vote for the Top 20 of Indian Cinema: Manoj Srivastava
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The contest for the Top 20 films made in India
during the past 96 years has drawn a 'terrific
response' from the people with 1.9 million voters
registering for the contest.

Manoj Srivastava of Entertainment Society of Goa,
said the contest closed at 5 pm today. He said 20
winners have been selected and the names of the
films would be declared at the award ceremony to
be held on November 30 at the Kala Academy.

FILMMAKERS HAVE TO BE PREPARED
FOR ALL EVENTUALITIES

“As a filmmaker, you are constantly exposed to
risks irrespective of whether it is swine flu or a slew
of releases which clash with your film's release”,
quipped young film maker Arun Vaidyanathan, the
director of Tamil film 'Achchamundu
Achchamundu.'

Arun claimed that his film was a path breaker in
many ways because it was shot in high definition
with live sound, which is not common in films made
in south India.

Arun said the film sought to address the grave issue
of child sexual abuse. “Since | subscribe to the
thought that a film is a visual medium, | made sure
that only 40 minutes of the film has dialogues. | was
confident that a concept like the one | have tackled
in 'Achchamundu Achchamundu' has a global
audience. The film opened well not only in Tamil
Nadu where it ran for 50 days but also in the United
States and some other countries, where people
could identify with the subject easily.”

Interestingly, Arun got unexpected backing: Asma
Hashmi became a producer though she does not
know Tamil, and co-producer Ananth Govindan
who has no stakes in cinema joined in after Arun
narrated the story to them.
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A fashion show would be staged with Pooja Shukla
as the designer, in the presence of celebrities like
Aftab Shivdasani and Sayali Bhagat, and would
attempt to capture the changing fashions in cinema
over the decades.

Goa Chief Minister Mr Digambar Kamat said that it
was for the first time that a contest of the type of T 20
had been launched in India and the credit for doing
so wentto the ESG. It was launched at the hands of
Dev Anand in Mumbai, and Suniel Shetty and
Sameera Reddy in New Delhi, earlier this month.
He added. He said that he was very happy that the
contest had generated a tremendous amount of
enthusiasm among the general public all over the
country.

Actor Aftab Shivdasani confessed that he was
attending a film festival like IFFI for the first time and
said he was keen on getting the feel of IFFI and
Goa. He lauded the Chief Minister for actively being
behind each activity that is undertaken by IFFI in
Goa and Mr Srivastava for being the guiding force
behind the event.

Mr Srivastava said the contest was all about
choices and Indian Cinema had never been rated in
the past 96 years, and so this is the first effort in that
direction.

UNDERSTAND SENSIBILITIES
BEFORE MAKING FILMS ABROAD

Nagendra Karri, the American-based director of
'Where Are You Sophia?' which figures in the
Cinema of the World section, says his film was
based on a news item in a local newspaper
columnist from the rural town of Highlands.

He confessed that it was his passion for cinema that
made him give up his comfortable job as a
computer scientist and a six-figure salary in Wall
Street to pursue filmmaking, though his mother was
againsttheidea.

Nagendra added that as a genuine Sagittarian, he
likes the idea of people working with him rather than
for him.

He admitted that 'Mobster' was to have been his
debut film as a director but he decided to put aside
his plans for making it for the time being because of
recession and the big costs involved in making that
film, and launched 'Where Are You Sophia?'
instead.

Nagendra said if an Indian filmmaker is not exposed
to the international sensibilities, he will not be able
to connect to the characters that he sets out to
depictin his film, and hence will not be able to make
any headway in world cinema.

Aijaz Khan, the director of 'The White Elephant',
denied that his film was inspired by any film and was
original, about strength of faith and believing.

He added that the elephant Devidutt was the most
pampered star on the sets. In fact, there was a
veterinarian on the sets through the shooting.

Prashant Narayanan who has played the lead in the
film said: “It was a very humbling experience for me
as an actor who is weighing 70 kg to stand right next
to an elephant who was weighing 3000 kg.”

Tannishta Chatterjee who is a renowned actress
said she was happy with the way her career had got
charted out. “. The script was well written and
specific and Aijaz allowed the actors to improvise a
lot as far as our blocking was concerned, which |
should say helped us in being as natural as
possible.” -JYOTHIVENKATESH

At IFFI Today

MAQUINEZ PALACE, First floor,

Press Conference

11.00a.m. ‘And Once Again’ Director - Amol Palekar, Rituparna
Sengupta, Rajat Kapoor, Nivedita Saboo, Yudene
Zongtenpa

11.45p.m. ‘Gabhricha Paus’ Director - Satish Manwar, Prashant
Pethe, Sonali Kulkarni, Girish Kulkarni

12.30p.m.  ‘Beli Matthu Hola’ Director - P. R. Ramadasa Naidu,
Kum. Veerabhadrappa, Mysore Malathi, Gopala
Krishna Pai

03.30p.m.  Sir Ben Kingsley, who portrayed Gandhi in the Oscar

winning film

MAQUINEZ PALACE, Audi-2,
Short Film Center

11.00a.m.  Meet The Juries: Mike Pandey, Shaji N Karun, Naira
Margaryan, Marina Anna Eich, Philip Cheah, Juhani
Alanen, Lucia Rikaki

12.00p.m.  Global Warming - Filmmakers Mission to educate

04.00p.m.  Geetu Mohan Das, Mike Berghausen, Umesh

Aggarwal, Wojtek wawszczyk

Chotta Cinema, Old GMC Building (First Floor)
OPEN FORUM
01.30p.m.  European Cinema Today - Special Reference to
Polish and Hungarian Films

Speakers: H. E. Pioti Klodkeaysld, Ryszard Bugajski,
Jacek Bromski, Kotalin Vajda, Tomas Kemenyffy, Jolly
Thokore

10.30a.m.  Promoting Goan Directors and Artistes




